
Lampedusa 
in Hamburg:
We are here to stay – 
and our protest tent 
must stay too!

Come to the Tent Action Day 
on 10th of September 2016 from 2 to 5 p.m.!
(at the Lampedusa tent between Hauptbahnhof and ZOB)

 The Lampedusa tent 
 at Hauptbahnhof – 
 why is it important?

In May 2013, we went public and created 
the group “Lampedusa in Hamburg”. 

A tent was erected on May 22nd 2013 
near Hauptbahnhof (opposite ZOB). 

Some weeks ago, the authorities of Ham-
burg announced again that in the middle 
of October 2016 this tent must be
removed from there to another place 
because of construction works. But this 
tent was and is still important for different 
reasons:

 But this tent was and is still important 
 for different reasons:

 • It is a meeting point for members of 
 the group “Lampedusa in Hamburg” 
 and other refugees and migrants
• It is an info-point to inform the public 
 about the situation, demands and actions 
 of “Lampedusa in Hamburg”
• And last not least: It is a symbol for 
 the struggle of “Lampedusa in Hamburg” 
 together with other refugees, antiracist 
 organisations and individuals who are still 
 fighting for a solution for all!

 That’s why we demand that the tent  
 must stay near Hauptbahnhof - if 
 necessary, at another place nearby 
 during the construction works, but 
 afterwards back at the old place! 

In the beginning of 2013 we, about 350 African refugees 
of war from Libya, who had to leave camps in Italy after 
we had got papers, came to Hamburg, where we found our-
selves on the streets without the right to work, 
to get social benefits and accommodation.

Our struggle is not finished, because the Hamburg 
government still ignores our demands. 

Some weeks ago two (!) members of our group have got a 
permit to stay for one year after they applied for a “Duldung” 
at the end of 2013 and gave back their Italian papers. 
This is no solution!

The majority of “Lampedusa in Hamburg” can just survive 
thanks to the solidarity of many groups and individuals 
offering us accommodation, donating money and supporting 
our struggle. 

We still demand a solution for the whole group according 
to §23 or a recognition of our Italian papers and a work 
permission!



This was and is our struggle 
since May 2013:

Starting with a protest on the “Evangeli-
scher Kirchentag” (a big protestant church 
meeting) in the beginning of May 2013, the 
situation and the demands of “Lampedusa 
in Hamburg” have become public in Ham-
burg, Germany and even Europe. Many 
people from antiracist groups, churches, 
trade unions, football clubs, artists, schools, 
neighbourhoods and other individuals star-
ted to support the Lampedusa group – in 
practical ways and with public declarations. 

Almost every week demonstrations and 
other actions took place, the biggest one
in November 2013 with more than 
15.000 participants. 

Together with lawyers our group deman-
ded to be granted stay permits according 
to § 23 Aufenthaltsgesetz to all of us, 
because we are refugees of war, but the 
Hamburg government rejected this demand. 
Instead, negotiations with the protestant 
church took place and a “Duldung”, a tem-
porary right to stay in Hamburg until 
a court decision in every single case, was 
proposed. 

After long discussions some members 
of the Lampedusa group accepted this 
offer, but the majority of us criticized 
it and went on fighting for a group 
solution. 

Many famous artists and intellectuals 
supported us in a “Manifesto” in June 2014 
with a press conference at the tent, more 
demonstrations and other actions took 
place, in 2015 also together with many 
other refugees, demanding their rights.

In February 2016, the Lampedusa group in-
itiated and was one of the main organizers 
of a big international conference of refugees 
and migrants at “Kampnagel”. The Green 
Party had promised a “political solution” for 
Lampedusa in Hamburg in their election 
campaign 2015. But Olaf Scholz and the 
Hamburg Senate refuse even to talk with 
members of the group about our demands. 

Even worse: 
Projects of stricter European laws 
against “secondary movement“
Until now, refugees who have got papers (asylum appli-
cation or humanitarian status) in an EU member state 
have the right to move freely in different EU countries 
for 90 days during a period of 180 days (and an “overstay” 
is not easy to control). This means: People like those of
Lampedusa in Hamburg are not “illegally” here, they 
“only” don’t have the right to work and get social benefits.
But the EU plans to prevent such “secondary movement” 
of asylum seekers and even of recognized refugees.

Finger prints of arriving refugees are taken by Frontex and 
police already in so-called “hotspots” at the EU borders, 
and border controls inside the Schengen space take place, 
so that people can be returned to the country of first 
arrival according to Dublin III. 
With Dublin IV, various sanctions against people 
moving to other countries are planned.

This policy against freedom of movement will lead 
to a higher number of people without valid papers and 
rights in many EU countries.

The situation and the struggle of “Lampedusa in Hamburg” 
is an example of this policy and how we have to fight 
against it together with many refugees and migrants. 

Our demands for the Lampedusa group 
and for all others in a similar situation are:

• Freedom of movement and the right to stay 
   in the country of his/her choice!

• Work permit and the right to education!

• The right to social benefits and accommodation!

The Lampedusa tent 
as symbol 
for our common struggle 
must stay!

Other actions will follow!

Lampedusa in Hamburg
Activists and members 
https://www.facebook.com/lampedusainhamburg
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