
The Migration Debate on a Global Level
Demands and Pictures from Euro-African Conferences



Polycentric World Social Forum Bamako January 2006

Bamako Call for the respect and dignity of migrants

The Polycentric World Social Forum is part of the construction process of an alternative to neoliberal 
policies.

In the name of the fight against clandestine immigration, governments implement a repressive policy 
with the externalisation of wealthy countries borders through camps, refoulements, deportations 
and labour force selection.

Those policies lead to dramas such as in Ceuta and Melilla, deaths in the desert, in the Mediterranean 
sea or in the Rio Grande.

We propose to build at the international level a solidarity union against these murderous policies, 
between civil societies, NGOs, social movements and associations ...

From Bamako to Nairobi, we suggest to devote a year for an international mobilization dedicated to the 
right of every person to freely circulate around the world and to decide on one’s own futur.

The following proposals stem from several seminars dedicated to migrations, hold during the Social 
Forum in Bamako:

1. We call for the creation of an international network for the exchange of informations and 
actions for the rights of all migrants. 

2. We call for the implemtentation of a focus on «migrations» in the preparation of Nairobi 
2007. 

3. We propose the creation of an International Mobilization Day which can take place in places 
which symbolize the borders (airports, detention camps, embassies...) : 

o against the special regime reserved for the migrants 
o against the repressive policy of migration 
o for the closing of camps and for the free circulation of people

The Euro-African summit in Rabat, in spring 2006, should be the first step of this mobilization.

Bamako, January 2006





Declaration of the ESF assembly on migrations, Athens 08/05/2006

The fourth ESF gives a strong place to the migration struggles, analyses and demands. The several 
meetings and seminars aimed at the European and transnational dimension of migrants' movement 
and struggles. 
More or less every day we can find all over Europe, and not only Europe, protests and
campaigns against camps and deportations, for asylum rights for women and men, for a european 
citizenship of residence and against exploitation of migrant labour. In this frame, we want to 
propose a european day of action and mobilisation, which will be the third in the European social 
forum process.
We decided for the date of october 7, 2006, because it reminds the events in Ceuta and Melilla, 
the southern European border, but also because it will connect the european action with the 
international mobilisation proposed in Bamako, toward the world social forum in Nairobi.
Furthermore, we want to connect our iniciative with the one promoted by American migrants' 
movement in september, in order to stress the global dimension of migrant struggles today . 
The third European day of action will be directed against the denial of rights and criminalization of 
migrants, claiming for clear demands in the frame of freedom of movement
and the right to stay : 
- for a European unconditional legalization and equal rights to all migrants ; 
- for the closure of all detention centers in Europe, 
- to stop to externalization, 
- to stop the deportations ; 
- against the precariousness and 
- for the uncoupling of the link between resident permit and the labour contract.

From: Declaration of the Assembly of the Movements of the 4th European Social Forum
URL: http://no-racism.net/article/1673/





Migrations, fundamental rights and freedom of movement
EuroAfrican Nongovernmental Conference

June 30 - July 1, 2006 Rabat - Morocco



Euro-African Non-Governmental Manifesto on 
Migrations, Fundamental Rights and Freedom of 

Movement 
Rabat Manifesto

As actors in the civil societies of Subsaharan Africa, North 
Africa and Europe, we met in Rabat in a Euro-African non-
governmental conference on the 30th of June and 1st of July 
2006.
We share indignation about the war that is increasingly being 
waged along the Mediterranean and Atlantic coastlines. We 
refuse the division of humanity between some who may freely 
move about the planet and some who may not. We also refuse to 
live in a world where borders are more and more militarized, 
dividing our continents and trying to transform every group of 
countries into a fortress.



- Considering that respect for the freedom of movement, which is a 
fundamental right stated in article 13 of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights of 1948, is a pre¬condition for the exercise of the other fundamental 
rights, and that the right to leave one’s country set forth in article 13 
necessarily entails that of settling in another country ;

- Considering that the current restrictions on the freedom of movement 
restrict only the poorest and therefore reflect, besides the growth of 
xenophobic nationalisms, the elitist fear of underprivileged populations ;

- Considering that, contrary to generally accepted ideas and as acknowledged in 
the 2004 UNCTAD report, Africa is still providing funds for Europe even while 
the income gap per inhabitant between Europe and Africa keeps increasing ;

- Considering that security policies make people consider migrations as a 
problem and a threat, whereas they have forever been a natural phenomenon 
and, far from being a calamity for developed countries, they are invaluable 
economic and cultural contributions ;

- Considering that security measures will not stop migratory flows, since these 
are determined by many factors, and that historical experiences have shown 
that the free circulation of humans does not threaten the sovereignty or the 
security of states, whereas the real threat tends to lie today in the free 
circulation of capital ;

- Considering that the respect of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 
1948 remains a goal to be pursued by adopting measures instoring freedom of 
movement and the rehabilitation of the right of asylum, as well as an effective 
respect of the right to development ;



We demand :

* that governments abandon the securitarian and repressive ideology which currently inspires migration 
policies, in particular the « externalization » of asylum and border controls, the criminalization of 
migrations, as well as all racist, xenophobic or discriminatory laws ;

* that new migration policies be based on the respect of human rights, on a real equality of rights for 
persons living on the same territory and, in the immediate future, on the regularization of all undocumented 
migrants ;

* that illegal residence be depenalized, and that help be provided to persons in that situation ;

*that agreements for the readmission of deported persons be cancelled, and that all international 
negotiations with a view to such agreements be abandoned ;

* the suppression of short residence visas and of all constraints on leaving a country, and the detailed and 
controlled justification of any refusal to grant a residence visa, with a strict symmetry between Africa and 
Europe in the conditions of delivery of such visas ;

* the closing down of all detention places and other devices aiming at stopping people at the borders ;

* the abolition of all measures hindering possibilities of family unification ;



* the complete and genuine enforcement of all instruments of international protection, in order that the 
asylum right should not be reduced to a mere fiction ;

* that all persons recognized as refugees be granted complete freedom of movement and of settling, and 
protection throughout the world ;

* that UNHCR be financially and juridically reformed in order to provide effective protection for asylum 
seekers and refugees instead of protecting the interests of the contributing governments ;

* the ratification of the International Convention on the protection of migrant workers and their families
and its insertion in national legislations, the ratification of the International Labour Organization 
conventions, in particular conventions 143 and 97 and their implementation ;

* that any Euro-African negotiation be based on the principle of equality between partners, and that 
African leaders, who have been so deficient in the defence of their peoples’ interests, take on their 
responsibilities, particularly by challenging the Euro-African partnership agreements ;

* the setting up of mechanisms ensuring food sovereignty, and the cancellation of agreements which 
endanger the future of African agriculture ;

* the suppression of conditions imposed on African countries in international negotiations, more 
particularly that providing for the subcontracting of the anti¬migrations fight ;

* the unconditional cancellation of the debt of Southern countries, and the repatriation of their assets 
placed in foreign banks.





G 8: Migration-related day of action 4 june 2007

4 June 2007:
For global freedom of movement and equal rights for all!
"We are here because you are destroying our countries!“



Transnational call for a migration-oriented day of action in Rostock in
the context of the week of protest against the G8 summit

Movements of refugees and migrants are increasing worldwide. Whether in
San Diego or Ceuta, the borders are being undermined. In Los Angeles and
Brussels demands are being made for legalisation, in Hamburg or Bamako
the struggle against deportations continues. Rebellions are spreading in
detentions from London to Woomera, and people are defending themselves
against precarious working conditions from El Ejido to Seoul.
no matter where in the world, no one can ignore the global dimension and
growing significance of migrants and refugee struggles. These struggles
are as much a reaction to the massive plundering and continuing
devastation in the global south as they are a demand for social equality
that is sanctioned around the world.





Global Freedom of Movement ...
... was the key slogan for the large migration demonstrations during the
anti-G8 moblilization in Genua 2001. The slogan has remain unchanged in
the last three years, most recently on 7 October 2006. Global freedom of
movement was top on the agenda at the social forums and conferences in
Bamako, Athens and Rabat in 2006 as well as this year in Nairobi. Global
freedom of movement is a "fundamental right and a precursor to other
fundamental human rights " (Rabat declaration). The right to movement is a
decisive cog in the machine of exploitation, an oppressive structure that
itself has no borders, while constructing even more borders
everywhere else, inside and out. Once again, we are continuing this trend
by calling for a transnational day of action on 4 June 2007 in the context
of the coming anti-G8 mobilization, under the banner of "for global
freedom of movement and equal rights for all".



Oujda october 6, 2007:

International Conference "Violations of Human Rights at Borders "



In commemoration of the events in Ceuta and Melillla in October 2005

DECLARATION OF OUJDA
October 6, 2007

We,
members of solidarity organizations, national and international networks, grass roots organizations based in 
countries of the global South and the global North,
who work towards the enforcement of basic rights for migrants, asylum seekers and refugees and a just 
development policy,

gathered in the city of Oujda on October 6, 2007, to hold a conference on violations of human rights at 
borders, thereby following the Euro-African Manifesto’s guidelines.

We pay our respect to all people who died while migrating, especially to those who lost their lives in fall 
2005 in Ceuta and Melilla.

We denounce the inhuman conditions, in which migrants have to live: continuously haunted and deported 
from one side of the border to the other by Moroccan and Algerian forces, eventually proscribed to the 
peripheral area of Oujda.

We criticize current politics that aim to relocate the ratification of the right of asylum solely to non-
European countries and to transfer the exercise of repression, all in the name of “migration management”, 
thus bearing the responsibility for numerous deaths and extensive suffering.
We reject the criminalization of migrants and the repression to which they are subjected at country and 
maritime borders.

We condemn the harassment and pressure, with which activists and advocates of human rights are 
confronted on a daily basis.



We bring to mind our support for the Manifesto of Rabat of July 1, 2006, adopted 
during the Euro-African Non-Governmental Conference “Migrations, Basic Rights, 
Freedom of Movement” and demand:

•A thorough investigation of the crimes that have been committed in the nights of September 
28/29, 2005 in Ceuta and October 5/6, 2005 in Melilla.

•That the liability of the Moroccan and the Spanish governments for these crimes be recorded.

•That the people in charge and involved persons be held to account.

•That all involved governments respect the basic human rights and international obligations for 
every person as laid out in the Declaration of Human Rights and all other international conventions 
and treaties, especially with regard to the treatment of individuals at borders – ashore, at sea and 
in airports.
•
To stop all economical and political pressure by the EU and its member states against countries of 
origin or transit, as they result from the European Partnership Agreement (EPA) and other 
agreements, which make these countries the agents of border control, migration management, 
screening of migrants and their deportation.

Oujda, october 2007







Urgent call for help 
During a meeting on Sunday, Oct 28, 2007, the board of the Association Beni Znassen for culture (ABCDS) 
stated that, near Oujda (Morocco), countless deportations of sub-Saharan migrants to Algeria 
continue to take place since Dec 23, 2006. This initial action was but one episode of a series of mass 
deportations of immigrants. Subsequently, several roundups followed, a last one being conducted during the 
night of Oct 25/26, 2007, in Rabat, at the same time as the campus of Oujda University was violently 
attacked by police troops. Both roundups followed two months after the police has violently raided Oujda’s 
campus on July 27, 2007, to clear the area of sub-Saharan refugees, arresting more than 450 migrants and 
leaving several people seriously injured. 
Also, the roundups took place just two days after Nicolas Sarkozy’s first state visit to Morocco. 
As a result of continuous agitation, persecution, arrests and forcible deportations to the borders, 
immigrants are physically, mentally and morally exhausted and find themselves unable to bear the burden of 
the war that is waged against them. 
More and more people come; they live under extreme weather conditions, dispersed across the whole city, 
especially in the border region, where hygienic conditions are miserable, and in a number of nearby villages 
close to Oujda. 
ABCDS calls on all Moroccan, European, American, international organizations and all women and men 
who are willing to help, to mobilize so that ABCDS is able to sustain urgently needed help for these 
people. They are victims of a war against immigrants that has been declared by the European Union and 
that is being supported by the Moroccan government. 
No matter who is politically responsible, no matter what the result of a political analysis of this situation 
might be – it is impossible to abandon human beings to their fate in such a moment. At least, they need to 
be provided with emergency supplies, food and clothes. 





Lisbon, 7-9 december 2007:

AFRICA – EUROPE ALTERNATIVES, Lisbon, 7-9 december 
2007

TOWARDS PEOPLES ALTERNATIVES IN AFRICA AND 
EUROPE

We, civil society activists engaged in a wide range of peoples’ movements and organisations in Africa and
Europe met in Lisbon from 7-9 December 2007 to express our opposition and resistance to the neoliberal
free trade and investment policies that European and African governments are implementing in our
countries, and which they propose as a framework for the “Africa- EU Strategic Partnership”. While the
leaders of two continents gathered in Lisbon to decide the future of Africa, we came together to further
the social and political dialogue among our peoples because we defend our right to resist concretely and to
propose alternatives, and we are confident of our capacity to put them into practice.



We reject:
•The externalization of borders policy of the European Union which is imposed on the African
governments for implementation
•The policy of detention, expulsion and deportation and the readmission agreements
•The Frontex Program, which represents a huge investment in the militarization of borders control
creating the basis for direct interventions in African countries and represents a real declaration of
war against migrants
•All the measures and policies which promote exclusively temporary migration but systematize brain
drain
•All the economic policies and free trade agreements restructuring local economies, increasing social
inequalities and destroying livelihoods and jobs

We demand that:
•All migration policies be based on the recognition of the fundamental human rights and labour rights
guaranteed in UN and ILO instruments and protocols, including the freedom of movement, and
recognition, with asylum rights, of hunger and environmental refugees
•All the European governments ratify and implement the International Convention on the Protection of
the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and fully implement the right to
asylum
•The recognition of the fundamental rights, including health, education, housing etc. for “sans-papiers”
in both Europe and Africa, and their unconditional regularization





Call of Bamako 2008

From 15th to 16th of March 2008, public meetings with migrant workers who
have been deported or sent back from Europe took place in Bamako, Mali. An
appeal to the the Malian government.

The open days were organized by the Malian association of the deported and
their supporters, the magazine Sanfin, Cargo cult, the Keyra network, Help
Mali, No Vox, LJDH, CAD Mali. During these days around two hundred
expelled or returned immigrants, and organisations from the civil society
and their European partners participated in a militant and combative
spirit.

The undocumented, the deported and the refouled are in struggle together
throughout different organizations in Europe and in Mali. They are coming
out of 'clandestinity'. They have had enough of being ashamed and have
decided to fight for their rights. We have to develop this mobilization
not only to denounce deportations but also to demand our rights.



We demand from the Malian state

* not to sign the bilateral re-admission agreements with France and
Spain, opening the way to the quotas of chosen immigrants and the
increased expulsion of Malian `sans papiers' workers

* to stop granting the 'laissez passer' which facilitates the
deportation of Malians

* the legalization of all undocumented migrants
* the reunification of families
* to demand the French state the restitution of belongings of deported

people and the right to receive benefits according to the
contributions they paid

* to denounce the EU return directive which is a real humiliation for
all African people

* to refuse the collaboration with the Frontex agency, created to
manage the externalization of European borders

* to stop the opening of the International Center for the management
of immigration, "CIGEM". Its money should be used to assist deported
and refouled people.

* to assist all deported and refouled people who went to the west to
help their families and to help their country develop

* to create a mixed committee including representatives of the
government and of those deported to evaluate the impact caused

We hope to continue from now on a common struggle, after having reinforced
our relationships.

We ask all deported people to come and join us and to mobilize massively.

Bamako, March 16, 2008



Antiracist Action Camp Hamburg August 2008



EU-Africa Summit October 2008 Paris

FIRST CALL FOR MOBILISATION

For a counter-summit and an alternative forum on 'Migrations and development'

FOR A EUROPE OF OPENNESS AND SOLIDARITY

France has made the issue of migration one of the priorities of the French presidency of the European 
Union in the second half of 2008.

On the 13th and 14th of October 2008 the European Union's council of ministers will be meeting in Paris in 
order to adopt a 'European pact on immigration and asylum'.

On the 20th and 21st of October the second Euro-African inter-ministerial conference will be held in Paris 
on the question of migrations and development ('Rabat II').



France intends to propose to its European counterparts the agreements entitled 'coordinated 
management of migration flows and co-development' as a negotiating model under which, on the one 
hand, France promotes selective immigration and, on the other hand, it requires the countries of the 
South to readmit their nationals and those of third countries who have transited through their 
territory.

Concerned by the essentially security-orientated nature of the treatment of migration flows, by the 
treatment accorded to migrants, and by the economic choices adopted which maintain the African 
continent on the margins of development, we have decided to organise a European mobilisation in order 
to make the voices of French, European and African civil society heard.

It is high time that the issue of migrations and development are genuinely re-thought in the 
light of mutual interests: those of the countries of origin, of the transit countries, of the 
receiving countries, and, above all, those of the migrants themselves.

Europe is being transformed into a closed fortress and is adopting extreme measures to prevent 
access to its territory and to expel the undocumented. We wish to react so as to stop Europe from 
falling back into the dark days of segregation between nationals and undesirables through the 
sytematisation of camps and forced expulsion.

We call for participation in a very large-scale European mobilisation during the week of 13th to 19th 
October in Paris, to promote a different understanding of immigration and a different relationship 
between the European Union, Africa and the rest of the world. We will organise at that time a 
counter-summit on the questions of migration and development, a big European demonstration for a 
different European politics, and a giant concert.


