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KABUL, Afghanistan - The United Nations sounded an alarm for women's rights in Afghanistan on 
Thursday after three young Afghan women were found raped, hanged and dumped on a roadside with 
a warning not to work for foreign relief organizations.  
 
Women's groups rallied in the capital to protest the killings, which came weeks after another woman 
was murdered for alleged adultery - examples of brutality that appear to have survived the Taliban's 
fall.  
 
The bodies of the women were found Sunday in Baghlan province, 120 miles north of Kabul. Officials 
and doctors said they had been raped and hanged. A note found with the bodies said they were killed 
for working for international aid groups.  
 
"While there is no confirmation that this was the case or the actual motive of the killing, this could 
constitute a threat to women working for nongovernmental organizations," U.N. spokeswoman Ariane 
Quentier said.  
 
Police arrested a woman and two men in the killings.  
 
Afghan officials said one of the slain women, identified only as Mahbooba, had worked for a 
Bangladeshi relief group. Officials said the note, which accused the women of prostitution, was signed 
by a previously unknown "Youth Movement."  
 
Officials say 13 people have been arrested in the adultery case, including at least one mullah who 
allegedly sanctioned the killing of the 22-year-old woman.  
 
A group of 26 Afghan women's organizations staged a protest in a Kabul park Thursday to protest the 
killings and urge President Hamid Karzai to make sure authorities end "outdated customs and beliefs" 
behind decades of violence against women.  
 
They also urged Islamic scholars to use their influence to prevent any repeat of crimes that "sully the 
name of Islam and Muslims."  
 
Nader Nadery, a spokesman for the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission, said he knew of 
no comparable case since the fall of the Taliban in late 2001. But Nadery said violence against women 
is encouraged by the slow pace of internationally sponsored reforms to the decrepit justice system.  
 
 


